We examined remote memory in a patient with posttraumatic amnesia. In special assessment for public events, the patient showed preserved verbal recognition of items and contents of past events, and impaired verbal recall of contents of events. This pattern was not observed in autobiographical memory, in which his performance was perfect. In time estimation of past events, the patient showed a temporally graded impairment for public events in both conditions of allocentric and egocentric temporal judgment, but for autobiographical memory in only the former condition. These two patterns of dissociation suggest that the impairment in recall of public events may be related to disturbed retrieval strategy using the allocentric temporal context information about past public events.
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Retrograde amnesia is one of the central symptoms in human memory disorders, which is usually accompanied by anterograde amnesia. Retrograde amnesia has most commonly been used to refer to impairment in retrieving memory for events that had preceded a head injury (Kapur, 1997) . In recent years, some investigators have reported patients who showed retrograde amnesia relating to specific types of remote memory such as personal or impersonal memory. Although this framework is helpful to know some aspects of remote memory, it might be necessary for further understanding to postulate another framework. The aim of the present study is to propose a new framework for understanding retrograde amnesia.
Clinical History
The patient (MY) was a 45-year-old right-handed male with a 12th-grade education. On January 18, 1998, he was injured in a traffic accident while driving his car on a highway. Just after the injury, he suffered from disturbance of consciousness for about two weeks. When he recovered his consciousness, he was mildly disoriented to time and place, and showed anterograde and retrograde amnesia. On October 9, 1998, he was transferred to our hospital for assessment and rehabilitation of memory disorder.
